
Inventory No: DAR.13

Historic Name: Akin House

Common Name:

Address: 359 Elm St

City/Town: Dartmouth

Village/Neighborhood: South Dartmouth; Padanaram;

Local No: 107;

Year Constructed: C 1760

Architectural Style(s): Federal; Georgian;

Architect(s): Akin, Ebenezer;

Use(s): Rectory; Single Family Dwelling House;

Significance: Architecture; Religion;

Area(s): DAR.F

Designation(s): Nat'l Register District (09/05/1985);

Building Materials: Wall: Wood; Wood Shingle;
Foundation: Granite;

Demolished No
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FORM B - BUILDING .,/ 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108 

SKETCH MAP 

Recorded by Ken Wexnstexn 

Dartmouth Historic*tCommission Organization 

Date M a y > 1 9 8 3 

AREA FORM NO. 

Town Dartmouth 

Address 359 Elm S t r e e t 

H i s t o r i c Name Akin House 

Use: Present Church r e c t o r y 

O r i g i n a l d w e l l i n g 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date Ca. 1760 

deed Source_ 

S t y l e Georgian 

A r c h i t e c t Ebenezer Akin 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c 

O u t b u i l d i n g s barn 

sh i n g l e 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h dates) 

r e a r a d d i t i o n , 20th cent. 

Moved Date 

Approx. acreage 

S e t t i n g r e s i d e n t i a l 

(Staple a d d i t i o n a l sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
evaluate i n terms of other b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n community.) 

DAK, 13 

The A k i n house i s a small Georgian d w e l l i n g , and a f i n e example o f t h a t s t y l e 
i n Dartmouth. I t i s 2% s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t and has a center placed chimney. Door 
placement i s unusual, i n t h a t i t i s n o t center facade placed. 3/4 p l a n Georgians 
are n o t the norm. Entrance way placemrnt i s l e f t o f center on the f r O n t facade. One 
window i s t o the l e f t and two are t o the r i g h t . The same i s t r u e a t the second s t o r y 
l e v e l b u t i n a d d i t i o n , a f o u r t h window i s , placed above doorway. Windows are 12/12 and 
l i n t e l s are splayed a t f i r s t s t o r y l e v e l . Doorway i s a handsome example o f decorative 
m o t i f s - broken pediment w i t h d e n t i l s , p i l a s t e r s , and e l l i p t i c a l f a n l i g h t , (co-nt.) ) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ( E x p l a i n the r o l e owners played i n l o c a l or s t a t e \ 
h i s t o r y and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o the development of the community.) ' 

This b u i l d i n g i s one o f Dartmouth's most s i g n i f i c a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y as w e l l as 
h i s t o r i c a l l y , and i s the su b j e c t o f c o l o r f u l l o c a l h i s t o r i c a l legends. I n 1743 
John Akin s o l d the land t o h i s son Ebenezer. The deed reads i n p a r t thus: " I , 
John Akin o f Dartmouth, i n c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f the sum o f 150 pounds p a i d by Ebenezer Akin 
do g r a n t f o r e v e r one c e r t a i n t r a c t o r p a r c e l o f lan d s i t u a t e i n the township o f 
Dartmouth, i t being p a r t o f my homestead farm. June 15, 1743." Ebenezer was then 27 
years o l d , and the land area he was s o l d was 5 acres. The Akin f a m i l y were famous 
as s h i p b u i l d e r s and i t i s assumed t h a t Ebenezer b u i l t the house hi m s e l f , using s h i p ­
b u i l d i n g s k i l l s . I n 1778, the B r i t i s h f o rces invaded Dartmouth t o punish the c i t i z e n ) ^ 
p r i v a t e e r i n g . S o l d i e r s attempted t o burn the A k i n house b u t were d r i v e n o f f and d i d \ 
not succeed. The house remained i n t h e possession o f the A k i n f a m i l y u n t i l 1832, 
when W i l l i a m P o t t e r bought i t . (Deed Book37, Page 109) I n the mid 1950's, St. Peter's 
Episcopal Church bought the house f o r use as a r e c t o r y . 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l S i g n i f i c a n c e con't: 

Roof has a moderate p i t c h . Foundation i s granite.There i s a stone w a l l a t f r o n t o f house, 
and stone s t a i r s l e a d t o f r o n t doorway. Modern a d d i t i o n a t r e a r . 
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